competent to have served you, I will say I have discharged the duties of the office to the best of my ability, and therefore I hope you will excuse my many short comings and allow me to return thanks lor courtesies extended during the meeting.
This being my first effort on an occasion of this kind, I am sure you will not expect much in the way of a speech, in fact if I had the experience and ability to make you a long and interesting one, I do not think the occasion demands it, therefore I shall confine myself to a few remarks on 
